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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

August 22, 1986
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820

L/A/M

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University students will find rejuvenated
residence halls, a continued emphasis on strengthening academic areas, and
plans for a new classroom building when fall semester classes open on Wednesday,
Aug. 26.
President Stan Rives estimates a total on and off-campus enrollment
of approximately 10,400.

The on-campus figure is expected to be close to last

year's enrollment of 9926.
This "stable enrollment" is expected despite the March 15 cutoff date
for entering freshmen to keep the number of students from outstripping facilities.
Other categories for admission were closed on later dates.
The "constancy of our enro 11 ment, even though we are forced to 1imi t
it, is indicative of the high regard parents and students hold Eastern," Rives
said.
Scheduled for early fall is the initiation of a search process for a
new Vice President for Academic Affairs.

The new person will replace Dr. Edgar

Schick, who has resigned effective April 15.
Residence halls will be at 105 percent capacity, according to Lou Hencken,
housing director.

Living space for the overflow has been found in floor lounges

used for group study.

In turn, some recreation space will be used for group study,

Hencken said.
General rehabilitation work has been proceeding in the halls, including
painting, roof repairs, purchase of new mattresses, and the installation of
additional computer labs.

Computers have been placed in Carman Hall and East
-more-

EIU
add 1
Hall.

Labs were installed in Taylor and Stevenson halls last fall.
The University's Tenth Decade Campaign has reached 25 percent of its

goal to raise $5,000,000 in five years.

"This continued success,'' Rives said,

"is significantly helping us to continuously strengthen our academic programs."
The University"s operating budget for Fiscal Year 1987 is $39,873,132,
up 5.5 percent over FY86's $37,787,000.
A new College of Business building is on tap and Rives said "we are
excited that this project has reached the stage of the architect working on
construction design."
The facility will be constructed between Coleman Hall and the Applied
Science building and connected to both by an overhead enclosed bridge.

Planning

and site preparation funds of $230,000 had previously been approved for the
project as part of the General Assembly and Gov. Thompson's Build Illinois Program.
Other physical improvements include the coal conversion facility, scheduled
for a dedication ceremony in late September.

The basic project is to reactivate

three coal-fired boilers and modify two existing gas-fired boilers to burn both
oil and gas.
Fall semester students will have night football to attend.

"Brighten

O'Brien," another part of the Tenth Decade Campaign, has been completed and
the stadium will be lighted for the first time in its history
Eastern's television station, WEIU, Channel 51, has been on the air
since July 1.

Channel 51 is on the air from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through

Saturday, reaching nearly 200,000 homes.
Eastern's Thanksgiving recess will be Nov. 26-30.

Commencement is slated

for Dec. 14 and the semester will formally close on Dec. 20.
for the spring semester is Jan. 7.
-30-

First class day

